The Woodland League submission on Coillte cypermethrin use FSC derogation 2015.
4 july 2015.
To whom it may concern,
The Woodland League wish to see the complete cessation of all uses of the hazardous chemical cypermethrin, a known endocrine disrupter in Irish Public forests, and private forests such as IFORUT, ( Irish Forest Unit Trust ) a pension fund company, managed by Coillte.  And that no replacement pesticides or herbicides should be considered for use in Irish forests.
We believe this consultation should have also included glyphosate known as round up, also used by Coillte as a management tool, which has recently been banned by France due to known public health issues. We also believe that ten years FSC derogation is more than enough time for Coillte to have weaned itself off their addiction to cypermethrin.
France Bans Sales of Monsanto's Roundup in Garden ...
www.newsweek.com/france-bans-sale-monsantos-roundup-garden-cente..
Cypermethrin is on the FSC 'highly hazardous list';:http://www.fsc-uk.org/technical-updates.99.246.htm
http://www.ourstolenfuture.org/basics/chemlist.htm
We believe this is an opportunity for FSC to encourage Coillte to move away from this unsustainable Industrial tree farming model to a more holistic, continuous cover, selective felling, natural model focused on our native tree species which do not need chemicals. 
The current model may also have unseen costs related to the treatment of illnesses potentially caused by the continued use of this poison not to mention the cumulative effects on public health into the future. These hidden costs are not being accounted for in any cost benefit analysis of the Coillte forest model, if they were, this would seriously challenge the claim for economic sustainability of the model.
The Irish tree farming model dependency on this and other hazardous chemicals exposes the myth that this purely commercial forest model is environmentally or socially sustainable, this is supported by the signs one can see at forest sites, asking the Public not to eat any berries or allow their dogs to drink the water on site after spraying has occurred. 
A genuinely sustainable forestry model would never have to erect such warning signs which are an admission of the hazardous nature of the chemicals. The true reason for warning the public must have more to do with limiting liability for insurance purposes otherwise why would such signs be erected, this is a recent phenomenon not seen recorded before.
The information below is from a Coillte response to a query regards the use of cypermethrin, it is clear that this is impacting on a large land area on an annual basis. We are also aware that there has been no monitoring or studies, regarding the impacts of cypermethrin on human health and flora and fauna, conducted by the relevant state authorities, such as EPA,  HSE ( health service executive ), the Forest Service, Pesticides control division of the Department of Agriculture Food and Marine. Coillte have supplied one water monitoring report conducted in 2007 in response to a request for how much monitoring they have carried out in the ten years they have enjoyed their existing derogation.
Coillte have conducted pre-treatment of plants in controlled environment the nurseries since early 2000.  This provides protection against weevil attack to the plants for a period of up to six months minimising in most circumstance the requirement of spraying in the field for the first year after planting.  The application of cypermethrin in the field is by way of spraying directly onto the stem of the plant and conducted during good weather, i.e. avoiding windy and wet conditions. No spraying is undertaken in any aquatic buffer zone (i.e. between 10 to 25 m set back from the stream edge) that may be present on the treated site.  Coillte conducted trials on the use of cypermethrin in 2006 and first starting using it operationally in 2007.  The total amount of cypermethrin used since then is 105,597 litres reducing from 17,700litres in 2007 to 9,400 litres in 2013. Approximately 50% of was this for pre-treatment of plants in the nursery and the other 50% used in spraying on the plants in the forest.  The area reforested in that period is approximately 50,000ha. 
Regards other information requested such as evidence and records of inspections by regulatory authorities, none were forthcoming. This obviously leads to the question for FSC and their assessor of the Coillte FSC ecolabel, how have the Soil Association who are the assessor/auditor, assessed the ongoing Coillte use of cypermethrin. What testing or monitoring information have they sought to support the claim by Coillte that the continued use of this hazardous chemical is acceptable. Have any unannounced random site monitoring excercises been conducted by FSC/Soil Association ? 
Please respond to this Woodland League query, we would be anxious to ascertain how FSC/Soil Association assessed the situation on the ground over the last ten years of derogation in the interests of ascertaining the extent to which the assessors have performed. This is in the context of the fact that the assessors are paid handsomely for this role and we would assume that they would act in a very thorough manner.
When one considers the serious known negative impact cypermethrin has upon pollinators, bees in particular, which are vitally important for human existence vis a vis, food security and biodiversity, it is incredible that Coillte are not listed as stakeholders in regards to the recently drafted National Pollinator Plan. Coillte who are the largest land manager in Ireland, managing approx 7% of Ireland, made no submission or had any input that we are aware of, to this recently drafted National Pollinator plan. 
Coillte’s absence from this important pollinator consultation in this case is very odd, or telling. Is it the case that Coillte are more aware of the impact their use of chemicals is having on pollinators, as indicated by their use of warning signs at public forest sites and decided not to engage. And why did the National Biodiversity Centre, a state body, not seek to consult Coillte a sister state body who are using the most concentrated amount of a hazardous chemical on a very large land area with obvious implications for pollinators ?.
Why have Soil Association /FSC international allowed Coillte conduct this cypermethrin derogation consultation, is there not a conflict of interest at play ?. 
It is clear that Coillte did not consult the National Biodiversity Centre, as their pollinator plan is not mentioned in Coillte supporting documentation, in that case, how many other stakeholders were not consulted ?
Can Soil Association/FSC/Coillte publish the full list of stakeholders and their submissions on all three websites in the interest of transparency and accountability, vital components of Sustainable Forest Management Consultation you will agree.
Regards,
Andrew St Ledger,
PRO, The Woodland League.
Phone 0879933157
Irish Pollinator Initiative - Biodiversity Ireland - National ...
www.biodiversity
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The Dutch Ban Roundup, France and Brazil to Soon Follow ...
www.thehealthyhomeeconomist.com/roundup-banned-netherlands-franc..
Greenpeace put out a press release on 17th April 2014, calling on the European Commission to fully ban all pesticides harmful to bees and other pollinators, including Cypermethrin, See detail in link below
The Bees´Burden New Greenpeace report reveals pollen ...
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The Guardian carried an article on 28th January 2014, with many additional article links at:
London bee summit: pesticides or no pesticides? - The ...
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Our contact on the EU Forum of expert group on ‘sustainable use of Pesticides’ List of participants  attending on 20 June 2012, Brussels is
 gordon.rennick@agriculture.gov.ie
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 The EU legislation governing this area is]Sustainable Use of Pesticides Directive - EGA
