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For obvious and good reasons our Lichenologists have an issue with Ivy – all three forms of Lichen (foliar, crust and fruity) have taken up with our Trees – all three forms equally have fund a refuge along our Coastal Geology and remote Upland Heathers.  Woodland Ecologist Dr. Theresa Higgins (formerly of the Native Woodland Survey/N.P.W.S.) outlined the “conflict” between Ivy and Lichens at a National Tree Week planting at Millstreet’s Community School in 2010.  Dr. Higgins argued for a management regime within our Native Forests – both (pre-1600) ancient and secondary (19th/20th Century) with a view to intervention.  The writer advocated for further understanding of the ecological roles and functions of Ireland’s only indigenous evergreen climbing shrub – both our Common and Indemic Species.  (Hedera helix & Hedera helix hibernica).
In his “New Tree Biology” (1984) Dr. Alex Shino sets out the main “threats” to Earth’s Tree Resources: - Wound dressings; Climbing spikes; Improper pruning; Injection and implant holes; Compaction of root and Salt and Herbicide misuse that will destroy beneficial Root fungi; Construction; Lawnmowers/Strimmers; Cars; Fire and ill – timed topping/ reduction or crown lifting.
But Shigo concludes with the following – “Many trees and forests worldwide are in trouble.  Insects; diseases and pollution are not the major threats.  The major threats are mistreatment by man.  Mistreatment is caused by our misunderstanding about Trees.”
Our Tree Council chose for 2012 the theme “Trees – Our Past Present Future”.  Not a simple theme! The writer’s choice of venues within the Upper Lee Catchment for our six Tree Week Events was intended to arouse reflection on the “relationship” between Humans/Communities and their trees.  Many participants joined our three hour walk across the Gearagh Flood Plain, near Macroom on Sunday, March 4th, (We are appreciative here in Macroom District Enviro. Group for the assistance of the Garda Traffic Unit).
Listed in Annex I of the 1992 Habitats Directive, the Gearagh, (Gaoire – Flooded Forest) and described as “Alluvial Forest with Alder; Ash and Sally” offers the visitor direct experience of an Aboriginal Oakwood – it’s Jay’s; Pearl Mussel; Otter; Whooper Swan; Mudwort; Bird Cherry; Buckthorn; an abundance of epiphytic Lichens; Liverworts; Tree Ferns (poly pody); Honeysuckle and Ivy.  An 800 Acre nature Reserve harbouring deep within itself a capacity for “Self Repair” – what our E.U. Court of Justice defines as the essence of the “Integrity of a Site or Eco – System”. 

Many participants returned to the follow – up event on Tuesday, March 6th.  After a brief talk in Macroom Library, we walked through Macroom’s historic (16th Century) Demesne (Castle grounds) – it’s formal Parkland; it’s sometimes severe “Penal law” tree – lined terraces; it’s vast 17th Century Deerpark; its forensically planned Riverside Walks (18th Century( - noting its over – mature Beech Avenue, long neglected – and used as a “falconry” in the 19th Century.  Remarkable because our 1829 Ordinance Survey records the same Avenue – a feature not associated in Ireland’s Demesnes of the pre-Victorian period.  (The 1829 O.S. – did not record young maidens!).   
Each of the many treed features tale – telling of the continually changing “Relationship” that the upper echelons experienced with their Trees and Woodlands.  The “Arch-druid” Rackham has been developing this theme of “Relationship” since his 1986 Publication.

For those with a T.V. the “Nationwide” Programme (that went into people’s homes on Friday, March 2nd 2012 – designed to promote Tree Week but to the abhorrence of many who “Care for Trees”,) demonised and vilified the presence of Ivy.  Wholesale removal has ensued not just in Ardree, Co. Louth, but countrywide – indiscriminately and with the zeal of a “Kristallnacht.” And conceived and driven by no less than our “State Forestry Board” (Coillte).
But Professor Ian Montgomery of Queens (Belfast) tells of the accelerating and heightened endangerment to Irelands endemic “Irish Wood Mouse” – its nesting requirements invariably in the upper story of ivied Trees.  Its main threat is the Bank Vole – as is the white-toothed Shrew threatening our Pygmy species.  But loss of Ivy – or mismanagement of Ivy presents the definitive threat.
Another day we’ll explore the roosting requirements of several of our 10 Bat species – during long warm summer nights – within the thick secure curtains of Hedera helix.

Another day we’ll evaluate the critical requirements to our Bumbles and Wasps and “tankers of nectar” Honeybees of Ivy Pollen during the last days of autumn and early winter.  Critical because the chemical active, uniquely, in Ivy Pollen, induces slow release deep dormancy in the Bees.
Another day we’ll assess ivy Fruits – now known to be nature’s single most protein – rich of all wild food.  So know our Thrush and Starling (native and migrating) and our Colmcille (Wood Pigeon). Sadly not for us Stewards of the Wood.  

Another day we’ll calculate the loss of Trees to Sunstroke – yep – Sunstroke! And loss to Jack Frost – specifically the Wind Chill factor.

Within the hyper-Oceanic Azores and North Portugal – as with Ireland’s Southwest, Ivy remains as central to such wooded ecosystems as the Trees themselves.  Ivy forms benefits and functions and cycles and services within our native remnant shreds – as does the Dancer, the Dance.  And whilst  our hyper – Oceanic temperate Oakwood’s (all one fifth of one percent remaining ancient wood on our 20 million acre Island) host two species, the tropical rainforest host over 200 Ivy species.

But we digress – and return to “Relationships.” The aim on March 6th, whilst observant of the “fashions” of landscaping within Irish Demesnes, was to pay our visit to the long forgotten and almost lost to memory “McCarthy Oak.”  a primary Tree – one of few remaining of the Macroom forest – (Maigh Chromh – Ancient Oak Plain) – with Knopper Gall but with semi-sessile Acorns and hugging the terraces of shattered rock above the Sullane river – (Sáile Abhainn – Sally river).
Overlooking the fickle fashions of four centuries of managed parkland – directly upriver and in view of the McCarthy “twin towered” Keep a mile distant.  Swift, in 1723, describes this unique double Tower House – with its newly incumbent Hedges – Eyre Family, progenitors of Jane, Countess of Bantry and Olive, Baroness Ardilaun, with her Western Seat at Ashford Castle in Lough Corrib.

The “Ornament and Glory” of the Barony of Muskerry, This McCarthy Oak of 6.2 meters girth reminds us of earlier “relationships” with our Trees.

One wonders did Tolkien, when living in Ireland, come upon this intermediate Irish Oak! His remains a relationship with the Forest that few fathom.  As close friends of Olive, did W.B. Yeats visit this Oak!  In Burleths’ “Twilight Lords”, we read of the Elizabethan injunction to remove Ireland’s Inaugural Trees – “Crainn Bile” – and read that such venerated hulks were used for mass hangings.  (With eye-witness accounts).
Is it that the very spirit of Man cannot be entirely severed from his belief in the Power of Trees – that all the “Ethnic Cleansing” by Rome at its 2nd council of Arles (353a.d.) and Council of Nantes (893a.d.) condemning and excommunicating all who remained associated with the Cult of Sacred Trees.  And ultimately the sanction of “Sacrilege” punishable by death for those who “failed to destroy them.”

Let us conclude for now with a snatch of verse from the Republican Socialist A. Letitia Mulligan born in Co. Tyrone 1866. A Methodist to her core, A.L. lived with the writer’s Family till her blessed ending.  Her mother’s maiden name was Burns, as was the writer’s, as Alice said “ a Burns from the heart of the Orange Country.” And like our “McCarthy Oak”, Alice was no hybrid – Alice was a “Quercus intermedia” – unpopular and dangerously engendering the 1798 “United Irishmen” vision – and intimate and loyal friend to the end of her fellow Methodist Rodger Casement.

Who, in her “secret script” poems refers to Casement as “The Tree of Uisneach.”

Alice’s great – grandfather and his eight sons marched with and fell at the Battle of Antrim – on the side of the United Irishmen – under the Banner of “acorn and leaf of Intermediate Oak”

“FALLEN IN ERIN ARE ALL THOSE LEAFY FORESTS; THE OAK LIES BURIED UNDER BOGLAND MOULD; ONLY IN LEGENDS DIM ARE THEY REMEMBERED, ONLY IN ANCIENT BOOKS THEIR FAME IS TOLD.  BUT SEERS, WHO DREAM OF TIMES TO COME HAVE PROMISED FORESTS MUST RISE AGAIN WHERE PERISHED THESE”











Teddy Cook.
Ps We did not resolve the Ivy – Lichen issue:- we set out to describe – never to explain – to manage – never to eradicate.
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