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WOODLAND LEAGUE STATEMENT IN RELATION TO THE IMPACT CAMPAIGN  “SAVE OUR FORESTS”
The Woodland league, a not for profit NGO welcome the launch of IMPACT’s campaign against the sale of harvesting rights in Irelands Public forests. The Woodland League have been leading the campaign against the sale of Public forests since 2009, with a mandate from over 35,000 signatures on their petition site and  4000 hand written. It calls for, a no sale of public forests, reform of forestry policy, and more community oriented benefits from this natural Public resource.
 The bedrock of Sustainable Development, and  Sustainable Forest Management (SFM), is Public participation and Consultation. This decision to transfer Public assets to the Private sector was made behind closed doors. This was done by the Minister for Finance, Michael Noonan, being  the main shareholder in Coillte with 99 shares and  the Minister for Agriculture, Simon Coveney, with 1 share. This is a clear breach of their contract with the People commitment.

 This denies the rights  of  all  stakeholders including , the workers,  Environment NGO’s, and most importantly the Irish People. The 1.1 million families who were given Millennium  tree certificates endorsing their legal shareholding in the Public forests. We question the validity of the procedures and methodology used to make this underhanded decision to sell off the harvesting rights. They are in effect selling off the children’s future prospects to generate real wealth to create a future free of debt they were not responsible for. 
 Our remaining   natural  resources   are  extremely  vulnerable, Gas and Oil have been given away, under dubious circumstances.  This  ill  conceived  sale  will further this agenda under the premise  that the funds raised will be earmarked for job creation. The  true value  of  the harvesting rights have not been ascertained, nor the potential mineral rights, pinpointed in the Geological survey that remains hidden from public view. There may also be an EU legal obligation to carry out an SEA ( Sustainable Environmental Assessment ) on the impact on the environment of any sale.
The Woodland League have an alternative vision for a new public forestry model that would utilise the unviable portion of  the  Coillte  forest  estate, identified in the Mc Carthy report 2009. By converting this approx 500,000 acres of conifers to mixed native forests managed by local communities in partnership with a new  Coillte model. Funding for such a project is available under the EU Rural Development Regulation. This could form a component of a National  Public  - Works  Programme, creating at least 1000 jobs per year.  This  requires  a visionary long term investment strategy on behalf of the State. It would show the State having  faith  in  the  People ‘s  ability, to harness the wise use and management of a strategic natural resource.
Centres of excellence could be set up using existing Coillte infrastructure to provide training in continuous cover close to nature forest management.  This  would  ensure  direct community benefits into the future such as local energy security, local meaningful employment, flood alleviation, soil protection, biodiversity protection, improved landscape, more tourism options, nature education opportunities, etc. 
Presently only 12000 people are employed from a total forest area of approx 1,700,000 acres that is one job per 142 acres of forest ( CSO data ). Switzerland, half the size of Ireland with approx 960,000 acres of forest, have almost 100,000 employed, one job per 9.6 acres ( UN Global forestry data ). Ireland is the second least forested country in Europe at 11%, we are committed to increasing our treecover to the EU average of 30%.  We now have an opportunity to do this in a progressive way with multiple benefits.
Article 10a of the Irish Constitution refers to the State as the owner of all the natural resources.  We  believe  the Irish people must defend their remaining natural resources for the uncertain future we all face, this can simply be done by demanding a referendum on our Constitution to change the wording of Article 10a to replace the word State to The People.  This important Constitutional change would mean the Public forests  are  bonded  in the People in perpetuity.
The Woodland League aims are contained within the Three R’s :

Regeneration of the native oak forests of Ireland.

Restoration of the forest culture.

Reform of forestry policy.
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